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Wednesday, November 18, 2009 

Daily Digest 
Senate 

Chamber Action 
Routine Proceedings, pages S11441–S11513 
Measures Introduced: Eight bills and one resolu-
tion were introduced, as follows: S. 2791–2798, and 
S. Res. 354.                                                         Pages S11492–93 

Measures Reported: 
H. Con. Res. 36, calling on the President and the 

allies of the United States to raise in all appropriate 
bilateral and multilateral fora the case of Robert 
Levinson at every opportunity, urging Iran to fulfill 
their promises of assistance to the family of Robert 
Levinson, and calling on Iran to share the results of 
its investigation into the disappearance of Robert 
Levinson with the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

S. Res. 341, supporting peace, security, and inno-
cent civilians affected by conflict in Yemen. 

S. Res. 345, deploring the rape and assault of 
women in Guinea and the killing of political pro-
testers.                                                                            Page S11492 

Measures Passed: 
Commending Senator Robert C. Byrd: Senate 

agreed to S. Res. 354, commending Robert C. Byrd, 
Senator from West Virginia.                      Pages S11475–82 

American Education Week: Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions was dis-
charged from further consideration of S. Res. 353, 
supporting the goals and ideals of ‘‘American Edu-
cation Week’’, and the resolution was then agreed 
to.                                                                                     Page S11508 

Appointments: 
National Council of the Arts: The Chair, on be-

half of the Majority Leader, pursuant to Public Law 
105–83, announced the appointment of the fol-
lowing individual to serve as a member of the Na-
tional Council of the Arts: Senator McCaskill. 
                                                                                  Pages S11508–09 

Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Serv-
ices Act—Agreement: A unanimous-consent-time 
agreement was reached providing that at approxi-
mately 10:30 a.m., on Thursday, November 19, 
2009, Senate begin consideration of S. 1963, to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to provide as-

sistance to caregivers of veterans, to improve the pro-
vision of health care to veterans, and that the bill be 
considered under the provisions of the order of No-
vember 17, 2009; provided further, that upon dis-
position of the nomination of David F. Hamilton, of 
Indiana, to be United States Circuit Judge for the 
Seventh Circuit, and the Senate resume legislative 
session, there be 2 minutes of debate prior to a vote 
on or in relation to Coburn Amendment No. 2785; 
that upon the use or yielding back of time, Senate 
vote on or in relation to the amendment; that upon 
disposition of the amendment, Senate vote on pas-
sage of the bill, as provided for under the order of 
November 17, 2009.                                              Page S11509 

Hamilton Nomination—Agreement: A unani-
mous-consent-time agreement was reached providing 
that at 2 p.m., on Thursday, November 19, 2009, 
Senate resume consideration of the nomination of 
David F. Hamilton, of Indiana, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Seventh Circuit, all post-clo-
ture time be yielded back, except for 30 minutes, 
and that the time be equally divided and controlled 
between Senators Leahy and Sessions, or their des-
ignees; that at 2:30 p.m., Senate vote on confirma-
tion of the nomination.                                         Page S11484 

Nominations Received: Senate received the fol-
lowing nominations: 

Nicole Yvette Lamb-Hale, of Michigan, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Commerce. 

Arthur Allen Elkins, Jr., of Maryland, to be In-
spector General, Environmental Protection Agency. 

Robert A. Petzel, of Minnesota, to be Under Sec-
retary for Health of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.                                                                                Page S11513 

Messages from the House:                               Page S11489 

Measures Referred:                                               Page S11489 

Measures Placed on the Calendar:             Page S11489 

Executive Communications:                   Pages S11489–92 

Executive Reports of Committees:             Page S11492 

Additional Cosponsors:                             Pages S11493–94 

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions: 
                                                                                  Pages S11494–99 
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Additional Statements:                              Pages S11487–89 

Notices of Hearings/Meetings:                      Page S11499 

Authorities for Committees to Meet: 
                                                                         Pages S11499–S11500 

Text of H.R. 3082 as Previously Passed: 
                                                                                  Pages S11500–08 

Adjournment: Senate convened at 9:30 a.m. and 
adjourned at 7:51 p.m., until 9:30 a.m. on Thurs-
day, November 19, 2009. (For Senate’s program, see 
the remarks of the Acting Majority Leader in today’s 
Record on page S11509.) 

Committee Meetings 
(Committees not listed did not meet) 

FINANCIAL MARKET REGULATION 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry: Com-
mittee concluded a hearing to examine reforming the 
United States financial market regulation, after re-
ceiving testimony from Gary Gensler, Chairman, 
Commodity Futures Trading Commission; Glenn 
English, National Rural Electric Cooperatives Asso-
ciation, Arlington, Virginia; Neil M. Schloss, Ford 
Motor Company, Dearborn, Michigan; Mark K. 
Boling, Southwestern Energy Company, Houston, 
Texas; Jeff Billings, Municipal Gas Authority of 
Georgia, Kennesaw, on behalf of the American Pub-
lic Gas Association; and Robert A. Johnson, Roo-
sevelt Institute, New York, New York, on behalf of 
the Americans for Financial Reform. 

NOMINATION 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry: Com-
mittee concluded a hearing to examine the nomina-
tion of Jill Long Thompson, of Indiana, to be a 
Member of the Farm Credit Administration Board, 
Farm Credit Administration, after the nominee, who 
was introduced by Senator Lugar, testified and an-
swered questions in her own behalf. 

NOMINATIONS 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: 
Committee concluded a hearing to examine the 
nominations of Mark R. Rosekind, of California, to 
be a Member of the National Transportation Safety 
Board, Scott Boyer Quehl, of Pennsylvania, to be As-
sistant Secretary, and to be Chief Financial Officer, 
and Suresh Kumar, of New Jersey, to be Assistant 
Secretary and Director General of the United States 
and Foreign Commercial Service, who was intro-
duced by Senator Lautenberg, both of the Depart-
ment of Commerce, Philip E. Coyle, III, of Cali-
fornia, to be an Associate Director of the Office of 
Science and Technology Policy, and Anthony R. 

Coscia, of New Jersey, who was introduced by Sen-
ators Lautenberg and Menendez, and Albert 
DiClemente, of Delaware, who was introduced by 
Senator Kaufman, both to be a Director of the Am-
trak Board of Directors, after the nominees testified 
and answered questions in their own behalf. 

MANAGING FEDERAL FORESTS 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: Sub-
committee on Public Lands and Forests concluded a 
hearing to examine managing Federal forests in re-
sponse to climate change, focusing on natural re-
source adaptation and carbon sequestration, after re-
ceiving testimony from Kit Batten, Science Advisor, 
Office of the Deputy Secretary, Department of the 
Interior; Tom Tidwell, Chief, Forest Service, Depart-
ment of Agriculture; Beverly Law, Oregon State 
University, Corvallis; Elaine Oneil, University of 
Washington School of Forestry, Seattle; and Chris-
topher A. Wood, Trout Unlimited, Arlington, Vir-
ginia. 

BUSINESS MEETING 
Committee on Environment and Public Works: Com-
mittee ordered favorably reported S. 2778, to amend 
the Public Works and Economic Development Act 
of 1965 to reauthorize that Act, with an amend-
ment. 

NOMINATIONS 
Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee concluded 
a hearing to examine the nominations of Eleni 
Tsakopoulos Kounalakis, of California, to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Hungary, who was intro-
duced by Senators Boxer, Snowe, and Feinstein and 
Representative Pelosi, Mary Burce Warlick, of Vir-
ginia, to be Ambassador to the Republic of Serbia, 
and James B. Warlick, Jr., of Virginia, to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Bulgaria, all of the Depart-
ment of State, after the nominees testified and an-
swered questions in their own behalf. 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL DOMINIC ‘‘ROCKY’’ 
BARAGONA JUSTICE FOR AMERICAN 
HEROES HARMED BY CONTRACTORS ACT 
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs: Ad Hoc Subcommittee on Contracting Over-
sight concluded a hearing to examine S. 526, to pro-
vide in personam jurisdiction in civil actions against 
contractors of the United States Government per-
forming contracts abroad with respect to serious 
bodily injuries of members of the Armed Forces, ci-
vilian employees of the United States Government, 
and United States citizen employees of companies 
performing work for the United States Government 
in connection with contractor activities, after receiv-
ing testimony from Tony West, Assistant Attorney 
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